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Term 2, Week 3 16th May 2023 

From the Principal 
 
Staffing  
Ms. Valerie Tweedie has decided to resign from 
her position as the Year 5/6 teacher as of the 
25th May. We appreciate all of the hard work 
that she has put in to the class this year, I know 
many of her students, and their parents will be 
sorry to see her go. We wish her the best in the 
next phase of her life.  
We also welcome Kendall Pickering who has 
started work as a classroom support SSO. 
Welcome aboard, Kendall.  
 

Coonalpyn Primary School  
The Minister for Education has accepted the 
recommendation by the Review Committee 
that Coonalpyn Primary School will officially be 
closed. As a result a working group will be 
formed to undertake all of the activities that 
are needed to be done such as distributing the 
resources that remain at the school and to 
organise an official ceremony or similar to 
mark the closing of the school and to recognise 
over 150 years of learning that has been 
undertaken at the school. Further information 
will sent out as details become available.  
 

Wellbeing and Engagement Collection of 
Data.  
All students in Years 4 to 12 will be given the 
opportunity to partake in this year’s Wellbeing 
and Engagement Collection (WEC) of data 
survey over the next few weeks. This survey 
will give us some information about how our 
students see their wellbeing and engagement 
with school. This data can then be used to 
enhance our planning for future years and to 
evaluate the effectiveness of any programs 
that we put in place.   
 

EMS  
Due to a lot of hard work by Carelle and Mr. 
Wallis the school has been shortlisted to have 
the new Department for Education’s 
management system, known as EMS, installed 
later in the year. This will be phased in  

 

 

May 
 
15th -26th Wellbeing & Engagement Collection of Data 

16th  RMD Year 11/12 Football 

16th  Cert 3 Ag Practical Assessment 

19th  Preschool Additional Day 

22nd / 24th SAPSASA Football Championships 

22nd  Flinders University Talk Year 9-12 

24th  National Simultaneous Storytime 

 

June 
 

8th  Sports  SA Cross Country at Oakbank 

9th  PUPIL  FREE DAY  

12th  PUBLIC HOLIDAY – KING’S BIRTHDAY 

14th  SCHOOL PHOTOS 

17th  Pedal Prix Adelaide 

26th /28th SAPSASA Netball Championships 

27th  PPEP Presentation  

30th Preschool Additional Day 
     

July 
 

3rd  RAP Presentation 

4th  RMD Mixed Netball Murray Bridge 

7th  END OF TERM 2 

24th  START OF TERM 3 
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gradually, starting with some components in 
Term 3 with the full system due to be in place 
by the end of the year.   
This system will replace several different 
systems currently operating in the school and 
make our processes work much more 
seamlessly. One of the programs that it will 
replace is Daymap, and our current contract 
with the company that supplies that program 
runs out in early July. This means that for most 
of Term 3 we will need to use alternative forms 
of learner management and to communicate 
with you in different ways than we have for 
the past few years. This will include emails, text 
messages and hardcopy so please ensure that 
your contact details, especially mobile phone 
numbers are up to date in our current system 
and if you have changed address can you 
please let the school know.   
As the systems are introduced we will send out 
information on how you are able to access and 
use them and will offer parent information 
sessions. I know that there will be some 
teething issues now and then but we will be 
working with the department’s IT team to 
ensure that these are minimised as much as 
possible.   
I am sure that the outcome will allow for better 
communication between the school and 
families and allow you to follow your child’s 
learning and outcomes much more easily than 
you can currently.   
 

Building Works  
There has been a lot of activity in recent 
months around the school, starting with the 
external painting of the library and Primary 
buildings, which occurred late last term. Over 
the holidays windows in the Home Ec and Tech 
Studies buildings were replaced or modified to 
ensure that there is adequate ventilation in 
these rooms. This was a result of an audit 
carried out last year in the wake of the COVID 
pandemic, to minimise the spread of viruses 
and other pathogens in the future. During the 
holidays, removal of the old Year 12 Building 
began and continued into week 1 of this term. 
This has now been replaced with an area of  

 
lawn, opening the area, which will allow us to 
explore other play areas for older students in 
the school. This work was funded by Asset 
Services in the department, therefore not 
impacting on the school budget at all.   
The Assets and Grounds committee is meeting 
to look at what other improvements can be 
made around the school, including installing 
some playground equipment that has come 
from Coonalpyn Primary School.  
 

Student Free Day   
The next Student Free Day will be on the 9th 
June, which is the Friday before the King’s 
Birthday long weekend. Staff will be working 
on aspects of student engagement and 
wellbeing during the day.  
  

School Photos 

Maths  

Daniel Irvine 
 

Measuring Up! 
The Year 10 Maths class was out and about 
measuring up the courts and gardens as part of 
their measurement unit. Students were asked 
to create a scaled diagram of a selected space 
and calculate the perimeter and area of various 
shapes it contained. This task is a prelude to 
moving on to determine the surface area as 
well as volume/capacity of three-dimensional 
shapes, which rely on being able to find area 
and perimeter. Students worked well on the 
activity, even needing to go back and measure 
sections that they missed to complete their 
work. 

 

 

 

School Photo Day:  

Wednesday 14th June 2023 
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Science 
Hannah Scott 
 

This term in Biology the year 11 and 12 
students have been learning about cells 
and how substances move in and out of 
them. Students constructed a model of the 
cell membrane using cotton buds to 
represent the phospholipid bilayer, straws 
for the protein channels and pipe cleaners 
for the glycoproteins. They then conducted 
an investigation to test how the size of a 
cell influences how fast molecules can 
move in and out of the cell. They cut 
beetroot into cubes of increasing size and 
left it in a bleach solution for 30 minutes. It 
was clear that the smallest cube had the 
fastest rate of diffusion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At the end of term 1 the year 7 and 8 
students investigated how the ratio of sand 
to water influenced the strength of 
sandcastles. At first we thought they would 
not hold very much weight but quickly 
learned that we needed to break out the 1 
kilogram weights! We discovered that as 
the amount of water added increased, the 
sand became more liquid which affected 
how the castle came out of the container, 
and therefore how much weight it would 
hold. This term students are investigating 
the internal structure of the Earth and the 
Rock Cycle.  
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English  

Steph Lee 

The year 7 English class wrote some poems 
about ANZAC Day using their 5 senses.   
They did a fabulous job! Happy reading.  
 

Thick blood   
Written by Jack H  
Anzac Day is red, black and blue sight   
It tastes like mud and dirt   
It smells like muddy water and blood   
ANZAC Day feels like rough dirt   
ANZAC Day looks dusty and sloppy   
It sounds like guns firing   
ANZAC Day makes me feel scared and sad  
  
Dirt and Dead  
Written by Nellie K  
ANZAC Day is a red and purple sight  
With my eye I see the light  
It smells like death   
Although I’m wet and on the ground   
I love the people all around   
All I hear is horse’s neigh   
So, I will lay here out of the way   
And wait for the red poppy’s   
To grow and when they do I will be below   
  
ANZAC DAY  
Written by Blake T  
ANZAC day is black and Grey 

It tastes like muddy water and blood  
Days look like dust and the bullets in the air  
It sounds like firing bullets everywhere 

It smells like blood and death 

ANZAC day makes me feel sad because all of 
the people who died for us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANZAC   
Written by Nevaeh W  
ANZAC day is covered with black red and grey  
It tastes like mud and blood  
ANZAC day looks like blood, dead people and 
sacrifice all around 

It sounds like gun shots ringing in your ear 
People yelling and explosions that make you 
jump  
It smells like gun powder that burns in the 
murderous machines and smoke that covers 
the sky  
ANZAC day feels painful and muddy it feels like 
blood it makes you feel free it makes you feel 
scared angry and you will feel the adrenaline 
driving you to go on.  
 

Down and Dirty   
Written by Henry W  
ANZAC Day is dark and stormy  
It tastes like dirt and water  
It smells like gunpowder and smoke  
ANZAC Day looks horrific   
The sound of gun fire is deafening me  
My hands rest on the muddy trench walls  
ANZAC Day makes me feel grateful for the 
people that died  
  
Ocean’s Waves  
Written by Ashlyn K  
ANZAC Day is a colourless sight  
It tastes like the ocean’s salty air  
The smell of smoke surrounds me  
On my cheek falls a silent tear   
All I can see is destruction  
And it makes me feel lifeless  
Silence surrounds me as I feel the ocean’s 
waves  
 

No Future  
Written by Esther Neumann  
ANZAC Day is red   
I see no future  
It sounds like screaming   
I can smell sick and the gun is cold in my hand  
It tastes like stale bread and I feel sad  
I just don’t see it anymore   
 



 

 

Term 2, Week 3 16th May 2023 

Lego Club 

James Hillard 

We have had a great start to the term with 
students loving the “Castles” theme, 
completing free builds and making some 
progress on the Hogwarts crests too! Here are 
some snaps of some projects the kids are 
working on at the moment. This Thursday will 
be the last session of “Castles”. As several of 
our students are eager to complete their 
creations and are concerned about having 
enough time to play and build, I am offering an 
extra session of Lego Club on Tuesday at 
lunchtime, in 
Week 3.   
  
Our next theme is “free-build” where anything 
goes, which will feature a building 
competition!   
Of course, at any Lego Club session, students 
can build what they like, anytime! To get those 
creative juices flowing, we are hoping some 
upper primary and secondary students might 
join in to share their ideas and expertise with 
us. At the end of our “free build” theme, in 
week 6, builds will be judged and prizes 
awarded for creativity and teamwork – a little 
like a Coomy Lego Masters!  
Start planning those builds and see you at Lego 
Club, Thursdays – full lunch, in the Library!  
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English 

Steph Lee 

Year 10 students helped the F/1/2 class with 

cooking ANZAC biscuits.   

Henry: I liked putting the golden syrup in my 
bowl. 
Nadia: I liked having the big kids in with me.  
Reuben: I liked putting biscuits on the trays. 
Arianna: I liked being with the big kids for 
cooking. 
Ella: I liked rolling the biscuits and putting them 
on the trays and putting the golden syrup in.  
Hudson: I liked putting the coconut and sugar 
and butter in. 
Rory: I liked putting the mixture on the trays. 
Leo S: I liked making cookies with the big kids. 
Ollie: I liked listening to the instructions the big 
kids told us. 
Ken: I liked weighing the ingredients. 
Levi: I liked putting golden syrup in. 
Nathan: I liked rolling the cookies and putting 
them on the trays. 
Leo K: I liked rolling the cookies. 
Anthony: I liked everything! 
August: I liked mixing the ingredients in the 
bowl. 
Harmony: I liked rolling the cookies and my 
hands were sticky. 
Lachie: I liked mixing the ingredients together. 
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YEAR 3/4 CLASS 

Julie Frahm 

This term in Chemical Science we are learning 
about different types of materials. We are 
learning about natural and processed materials 
and from their properties that can influence 
their use.  
In our first lesson we used a range of different 
materials to make a new shoe for Mr Bean! We 
worked out that to make a shoe, some of the 
materials need to be flexible, but some of the 
materials need to be sturdy.  
 
We thought about taking our shoes outside, 
but because it was a rainy day we thought they 
might get ruined.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SRC 

Hannah Scott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 12th  May the SRC ran a barbeque and sold 
drinks at the 9-a-side football. The day went really well. 
The food was a hit and we sold out of the drinks. We 
raised approximately $300 in total. 
We are also planning to host the Biggest Morning Tea at 
recess on 25th of May. Everyone is welcome to attend 
including parents and caregivers. Baked goods will range in 
price from $1-$5. If anyone would be willing to donate 
savory or sweet foods, to be used on the day, this would 
be greatly appreciated.  
This term we will be selling food at lunch or recess every 
second Wednesday. An order form will be sent home with 
students to preorder. 
Week 3, Lunch - pumpkin soup and roll $3.50  
Week 5, Lunch - ham & cheese or cheese toasties $3.50  
Week 7, Recess - milo and biscuit $2.50  
On Friday week 9 there will be a casual clothes day where 
students can donate a gold coin to dress up as something 
from the first letter of their name.  
We are almost halfway to our shelter box savings goal! 
Thanks to everyone who has been involved so far. 
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Year F/1/2/3/4 Class 

James Hillard & Julie Frahm 

On Wednesday, the F/1/2/3/4 students were 
visited by Rosheen Blumson from the 
Murraylands and Riverland Landscape Board 
who ran an education session as a part of their 
Precious Plants program.  
Students learnt about different types of native 
flora and fauna, including local threatened and 
endangered species. We talked about what we 
could do to help some of our threatened plants 
in the area and were able to make a card and 
decorate a seedling pot for a silver daisy-bush.  
 
The silver daisy bush is listed as nationally 
vulnerable and all students in F/1/2/3/4 were 
able to take a seedling home to give to a 
precious person in their family to plant and 
help spread the population. If you were one of 
the lucky precious people to receive a seedling, 
please keep it in the sleeve until spring and 
then plant it in the ground for best results.   
It was excellent to see our primary students 
engaging and thinking about nature and their 
part of looking after our local environment.   
 
Thanks again to Rosheen and the Murraylands 
and Riverland Landscape Board.   
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Pastoral Care 

Tash Gurney 
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CAS Parents & Friends 

Our P & F committee is a small group of 
motivated and interested parents, caregivers 
and community members who work together 
to benefit the school and students.  
The committee has done our best to meet at 
least once per term to strengthen 
communication for the school and school 
community. To encourage parent involvement 
and participation at the school and gather 
ideas for fundraising towards various 
equipment and resources. The parents and 
friends committee also does their best to 
promote the interests of the school and strive 
to make a difference. 
This year’s committee elected positions 

P&F Coordinator– Marie Peterson 

Secretary – Emily Thomas 

Treasurer – Louise Pitt 

Catering Coordinator – Megan McDonald 

We have fundraised by catering for sports day, 

interschool sports day and holding a bulb 

fundraiser. Leah organised for netball 

goalposts to be donated from the Tailem Bend 

Netball Club and are now installed. Thank you 

to all involved to make this happen. We have 

purchased new basketball backboards and 

have approved the purchase of new music 

books. 

The P&F are looking forward to being able to 

make some additional purchases for the school 

this year that will benefit both students and 

staff. The committee would also love to 

welcome new members so please consider 

joining our friendly crew. For more info contact 

the front office, a committee member or come 

along to our next meeting on Tuesday 8th 

August at 9am in the library meeting room. 

P&F Coordinator Marie Peterson 

School Magazine 

The 2022 school magazine 

has arrived and ready for 

distributing. A big thank you 

to Heather Wait for all the 

work she put into getting 

the magazine to print.  

 

The magazine is a great way to see a snap shot 

of the year 2022.  

Limited copies available from the front office 

and can be purchased for $20. 

 

Community News 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come celebrate 
 

30 Years of 
Pangarinda Botanic Garden and National Botanic 

Gardens Day 

 
Join the celebration of 30 years in conservation and 
preservation of Australian flora at Pangarinda 
Botanic Gardens.  
 
Sunday 28 May 2023, 10am – 4pm  
Official acknowledgment of 30 years to be held at 
1.30pm  
Hourly guided walks | Lunch and Refreshments 
available for purchase  
 
Pangarinda Drive, Wellington East SA  
For more information and RSVP for catering purposes 

please contact Julie Barrie 0409 282 477 
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